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The French Revolution
Why France? Why then?

What was happening in the 
world in the years leading up to 
1789?

* Scientific Revolution 
* Enlightenment ideas
* Agricultural Revolution
* 18th century wars
* American Revolution 
* Absolutism in France
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French Estates

1st - 1/2% of population
   clergy - no taxes

2nd - 1.5% of population
      nobility - no taxes

3rd - 98% of population
    everyone else

paid all the taxes
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Capitation head tax an addition to the Taille, levied 
on the 3rd estate

4 main unfair taxes: Taille, Gabelle, Vingtieme, Capitation
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Reading #1 - Plight of the Peasants

* What abuses does the author see in 
   system of taxation & justice?

* Why did he consider the nobles' 
   hunting rights to be such an 

      despicable issue?

* If you were a peasant, what 
  change would you want?
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Homework - Ch. 19-1

The French Revolution
Entrance task: Think: What factors 
helped set the stage for revolutions in 
the late 18th-century?

Today: Background to the Revolution

Homework: Ch. 19-2 - The American 
Revolutionary Era



French Rev through Reign of Terror.notebook

What was happening in the 
world in the years leading up to 
1789?

* Scientific Revolution 
* Enlightenment ideas
* Agricultural Revolution
* 18th century wars
* American Revolution 
* Absolutism in France

French Estates

1st - 1/2% of population
   clergy - no taxes

2nd - 1.5% of population
      nobility - no taxes

3rd - 98% of population
    everyone else

paid all the taxes
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Liberty & Equality
What was meant by the 

concept of 

Of ?

What role did Locke and 
Montesquieu have in these 

concepts?

"Representative government did 
not mean democracy." 

(Mckay, 613)

Property requirements and 
representative government:

Was it democratic?
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Pre-Revolutionary France

Divide and read the primary 
source docs to come up with a 

description of the problems 
that were present in pre-

revolutionary France

Pre-Revolutionary France
1. Anne-Robert Turgot (1774) - Ways to address 

national debt
2. Necker's  (1781) - Crown's finances and 

proposals for the future
3. Arthur Young - 1787 - Versailles & Paris
4. da Lamoignon - 1787 - Powers of the king
5. "Memoir of the Princes of Blood" 1788 - written 

by 2nd Estate men
6. French businessman, 1789 - treatment of business 

people and manufacturers
7. The Livre Rouge, 1790 - Louis XVI's personal 

account book
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Pre-Revolutionary France
1. Comptroller General of Finances, 1774 - ways to 

avoid bankruptcy is to reduce spending and 
borrowing

2. Necker - 2nd Treasury Minister - 1781- Finances 
are a mystery, king must reduce spending and 
borrowing, should be more frank with the 
people.

3. Young, English traveler at Versailles, 1787 - 
Versailles has signs of being in decline, as Paris is 
not user-friendly. No sidewalks, narrow streets, 
dirty - the opposite of London

Homework - Ch. 19-2
The French Revolution
YouTube 11 min.

4. da Lamoignon - 1787 - Powers of the king are     
historic, perpetual, and absolute

5. "Memoir of the Princes of Blood" 1788 - nation is at 
risk, tax reform is required to silence the 3rd estate

6. French businessman, 1789 - treatment of business 
people and manufacturers

7. The Livre Rouge, 1790 - Louis XVI's personal account 
book - King spends TOOOOOO MUCH MONEY!!!!!
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The French Revolution
Entrance task: In what way was the 
American Revolution like a bridge?

Today: The American Revolution and 
the political concepts that contributed to 
the revolution in France

Homework: Ch. 19-3, q. 9-18

Europe
Enlightenment

Ideas America

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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The American Revolution

What were the main 
complaints of the 

colonists? 

What was the 
biggest?

The American Revolution

Taxes?? Who do they 
think they are?
Were the American's just in 

complaining about British taxes?
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The American Revolution
Trying to recover financial losses from the French 
and Indian War (1754-1763) and the Seven Years’ 
War (1756-1763), the British passed a series of new 
taxes on the colonies

Sugar Act (1764)

Stamp Act (1765)

Townsend Act (1767)

Tea Act (1773)

The American Revolution
The colonists responded 
with demands of “no 
taxation without 
representation,” 
boycotted British 
products, attacked British 
officials, and staged the 
Boston Tea Party (1773)

Guess what European power was
quick to offer to help the colonists
in their rebellion against England?
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American - French Revolutions
Americans sought 
independence from 
British imperial rule, 
but they kept British 
law and much of the 
cultural heritage

The French sought to 
replace the 

 (“the old 
order”) with new 
political, social, and 
cultural structures
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The American Revolution
1776 - The Declaration of Independence was 
adopted by the Continental Congress, reflecting 
Enlightenment ideals

Read the Declaration of Independence
July 4, 1776

*  Break it into sections and give each
   a heading as to its purpose
*  Highlight Enlightenment influences &
   try to identify the appropriate thinker
*  Discuss with your table buds when
    finished OR as you work
*  Don't carry bricks, work together and
    stay on topic
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, 
and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
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Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.

Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is 
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in 
direct object establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
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He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and 
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 
Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large 
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public 
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with 
his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with 
manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

Revolutionary War
1775-1783

Articles of Confederation 
1781-1788 

US Constitution
1789 - present 
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US Constitution 
1789

* separation of powers

* checks and balances

* bicameral legislature

* Bill of Rights

Schoolhouse Rock
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The American Revolution

Could the revolution 
have been avoided?

Homework - Ch. 19-3
Questions 9-18

Finish for Thursday
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The French Revolution
Entrance task: Think: Was the outbreak of 
the French Revolution in 1789 inevitable? 

Yes or no: supportive details?

Today: Factors initiating the French                 
Revolution

Homework: Reading packet #3-4, 
            Finish Ch.   19-3
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King·s Budget:

Interest     50%

Army           25%

Versailles    25%

Coronation   10%

Loans           25%

Admin.         25%

TOTAL       160%

Urban Commoner·s Budget:

Food        80%

Rent        25%

Tithe       10%

Taxes      35%

Clothing   20%

TOTAL   170%
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Commoners

3rd Estate

Aristocracy

2nd Estate

Clergy

1st Estate
300

300

648
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Study Guide p. 97
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King could 
temporarily stop 
legislation with a 
suspensive veto, but 
he could not veto 
anything 
permanently. He 
had no control of 
the army, or any 
authority over local 
government. 

Limited Monarch

Flight to Varennes Sept.
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The French Revolution
Homework: Reading packet #3 & 4

  Finish Ch.   19-3
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The French Revolution
Entrance task:  Think: What do you 
remember about the causes and first stage of 
the revolution? 
Today: History Channel video 

Homework: Finish Ch. 19 -4, through q. 25
      Reading#8 by Edmund Burke
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The French Revolution
Entrance task:  Think: In what ways does 
the phrase, "desperate times call for desperate 
measures" apply to the second stage of the 
French Revolution?

Today: The revolution turns more desperate

Homework: Finish Ch. 19 - 4, 
   Readings 10 & 11

Edmund Burke - 

1790
Read each 
paragraph 

carefully and write 
a one or two 

sentence summary 
of each.

1. You [revolutionaries] chose to act 
2. Compute your gains:
3. The science of governments . . .
4. When ancient opinions . . . Nothing is 
    more certain
5. Thanks to our sullen . . . . (to the end)
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Marie Antionette executed, Oct. 1793

Declaration of Pillnitz (1791)
Brunswick Manifesto (1792) 
1. Who wrote each document, and why?
2. Why were European monarchs willing to 
    commit their own troops and resources 
    to restoring France’s Louis XVI to power? 
3. Imagine that you are a member of the Third 
    Estate who has embraced the ideals and actions 
    of the French Revolution. How might you react 
    to each document? 
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The French Revolution

Homework: Finish Ch. 19 - 4, 
      Readings 10 & 11

The French Revolution
Entrance task:  Think: Was the Reign of 
Terror a necessary evil to save the 
revolution?

Today: The Reign of Terror

Homework: Ch. 19-5 #31-33
   Finish for Wednesday
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Small shopkeepers.
Tradesmen.
Artisans.

They shared many of the 
ideals of their middle class 

representatives in 
government!
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Change is good Resistant to great change

The National Convention, 1792
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The trial of the king was 
hastened by the discovery in a 
secret cupboard in the Tuilieres 
of a cache of documents.

They proved conclusively Louis· 
knowledge and encouragement 
of foreign intervention.

The National Convention voted
387 to 334 to execute the 

monarch.
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Matter for reflection
for the crowned jugglers.

So impure blood
doesn·t soil our land!

‘I forgive my enemies. I trust that my death 
will be for the happiness of my people, but I 
grieve for France and I fear she may suffer 
the anger of the Lord’

France at War
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Girondists are outsted from the National Convention 
and the Jacobins gain control. (May-June 1793)
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The Committee of Public Safety
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June 1793 - July 1794

* Marat - murdered by      
  Charlotte Corday
   in July 1793
* Marie Antionette is
  executed in October
  1793
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The de-Christianization of France
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The Thermidorian Reaction
* July 1794 - Robespierre and
  83 associates are arrested and
  executed and the Terror ends
* Girondists took control & outlawed
  the Jacobins
* Middle class seeks more moderate
  policies and an end to the craziness
  of the sans-culottes
* Churches were reopened
* Economic controls were lifted and
  price skyrocketed
* August, 1795 - New Constitution creates 
  the Directory is established - corrupt
  and inefficient
* Here come's Napoleon

Read each of the documents 
carefully. Then discuss and 
answer the questions with your 
group.

The Reign of Terror

The CommiƩee of Public Safety was established to 
protect the RevoluƟon from its enemies. Based on the 
Decree Against Profiteers and the Law of Suspects, do 

you think the CommiƩee of Public Safety actually 
protected the RevoluƟon from its enemies?
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1. According to the textbook, why did the Jacobins have so many 
enemies?

2. Robespierre and his supporters created a new calendar. Why would 
they want to wipe out “every trace of France’s past?” 

3. According to the textbook, Robespierre believed terror helped French 
ciƟzens remain “true to the ideals of the RevoluƟon.” What were the 
ideals of the French RevoluƟon? (Use what you already know about the 
French RevoluƟon for this quesƟon

4. Based on the text excerpt, do you think the CommiƩee of Public Safety 
protected the revoluƟon from its enemies?

Textbook Excerpt

1. (ContextualizaƟon) Why did the CommiƩee of Public Safety pass the 
Decree Against Profiteers?

2. (ContextualizaƟon) Why did the CommiƩee of Public Safety consider 
monopoly to be such a serious crime? (Hint: Think back to the ideals of 
the French RevoluƟon).

3. (Close reading) What was the punishment for those who did not comply 
with this law?

4. Based on the Decree Against Profiteers, do you think the CommiƩee of 
Public Safety protected the RevoluƟon from its enemies? 
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1. What was the goal of the Law of suspects?

2. (Close reading) List two examples of people who would have been considered 
suspects.  Explain why the CommiƩee of Public Safety would have considered 
them suspects.

3. What might the leaders of the CommiƩee of Public Safety have said to jusƟfy 
this law?

4. Based on the Law of Suspects, do you think the CommiƩee of Public Safety 
protected the RevoluƟon from its enemies? Explain.

The CommiƩee of Public Safety was established to 
protect the RevoluƟon from its enemies. Based on the 
Decree Against Profiteers and the Law of Suspects, do 

you think the CommiƩee of Public Safety actually 
protected the RevoluƟon from its enemies?
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The French Revolution
Homework: Ch. 19-5 #31-33
Finish for Wednesday


